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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE PARIS 25105 
E.O.l 1652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR, EC, CA, ETRD, FR 
SUBJECT: EC-CANADA RELATIONS 

REF: EC BRUSSELS 8143 

1. DUFOURCQ (QUAI DEPUTY DIRECTOR FOR WESTERN EUROPE) 
DISCUSSED WITH US RECENTLY FRENCH OBJECTIONS TO "CON- 
TRACTUAL LINK" BETWEEN EC AND CANADA. HE SAID THAT 
CANADIANS SEEM TO WANT A COMMERCIAL AGREEMENT. ACCORD- 
ING TO DUFOURCQ, FRENCH SEE PROBLEMS IN RECONCILING THIS 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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TO THE EXTENT THAT CANADIAN ASPIRATIONS GO BEYOND 
COMMERCIAL AFFAIRS TO INCLUDE BROADER ECONOMIC SUBJECTS, 
THE FRENCH ARE RELUCTANT TO ACCORD TO THE EC COMPETENCE 
TO TREAT DIRECTLY WITH CANADA. THE FRENCH PREFER TO 
MAINTAIN THEIR ECONOMIC RELATIONS WITH CANADA ON A 
BILATERAL LEVEL. 

2. COMMENT: IN ADDITION TO THE RATIONALE GIVEN ABOVE 
BY DUFOURCQ. IT MAY NOT BE OVERLY MACHIAVELLIAN TO 
SUPPOSE THAT THE FRENCH ALSO WISHED BY THEIR STANCE AT 
THE LUXEMBOURG EC MINISTERIAL TO RECALL TO THE CANADIANS 
THAT THE ROAD TO SUCCESSFUL EC-CANADA RAPPORT IN 
BRUSSELS LEADS THROUGH PARIS. TRUDEAU'S VISIT TO FRANCE, 
AND THE GENERAL FEELING OF EUPHORIA THAT THIS HAS 
GENERATED IN PARIS, MAY RESULT IN A SOMEWHAT MORE 
COOPERATIVE FRENCH STAND ON EC-CANADA RELATIONS. 
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